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St Peter’s VC Primary School, Easton 01603 880553
Easton College 01603 731200
Easton College Tennis Centre 01603 731302     easton.tennis@ccn.ac.uk

Colton Village Hall Vicky Green – 01603 881336
vicky@mgarchery.co.uk 

Colton Carpet Bowls Club Dennis Mickleburgh – 01603 880391
Avalon, The Street, Colton

Easton Bowls Club Secretary Mrs Cossey – 01603 880789
28, Woodview Road, Easton

Easton Crafters’ Club Mrs Janet Morris  – 01603 471144    

Easton Football Club Michael Cossey – 01603 880143
73, Marlingford Way, Easton

Easton Good Companions Pamela Hooker – 01603 880867

Easton Gym Club 01603 960511
enquiries@eastongymnasticsclub.com

Easton Judo Club Coach
Chris Abel – 0845 388 6895
chris@eastonjudoclub.co.uk
29, Goulburn Rd, Norwich

Easton Junior Football Gavin Tipple – 01603 731585
gtipple@easton-college.ac.uk

Easton Sports Centre Colin Brzeczek  01603 731263

Easton Post Office Open Tues and Thurs 9am-2pm 
01603 880007

Easton Village Hall Mrs Cossey – 01603 880789
28, Woodview Road, Easton

Easton WI Secretary Mrs Cossey – 01603 880789
28, Woodview Road, Easton

Little Owls at Colton Village Hall Katie Kemp 07790 276499

Marlingford Village Hall  
bookings

John Bailey – 01603 880266
M: 07986 609319
jaydeebailey@gmail.com

Community Car Scheme for Easton only Jean and Dave Ditton – 01603 880857
Citizens’ Advice Bureau Wymondham 03444 111444
Relate 01603 625333
Samaritans 0330 094 5717

Useful contacts



By using Carbon Balanced Paper 
through the World Land Trust on this 
publication we have offset 42kg of 
Carbon & preserved 8sqm of critically 
threatened tropical forests.

Carbon Balanced Paper. One of the most sustainable forms of communication that 
will reduce your carbon foot print and promote CSR. www.carbonbalancedpaper.com  

CBP013216

Printed by: Barnwell Print Ltd,  
Dunkirk, Aylsham, Norfolk NR11 6SU.  
Tel: 01263 732767  W: barnwellprint.co.uk
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Doctors surgeries
 Costessey,  
 Roundwell 01603 744014
 Beechcroft 01603 746683
 Hethersett 01603 811323

 Mattishall   01362 850227

Hospitals
 Norfolk & Norwich
 incl W Norwich 01603 286286
 Julian & Hellesdon 01603 421421
 Dereham, Northgate 01603 697300
 Kelling   01263 710575

Police

 Non urgent 101   or visit website:
 norfolk.police.uk/contact-us/6-report-it
 Urgent 999

Parish Council Clerks

 Easton 
 Gina Lopes 07879 379181
 clerk@eastonparishcouncil.co.uk

 Marlingford & Colton
 Maria Hutson 01603 850118
 marlingfordandcoltonpc@gmail.com

 Councillor South Norfolk District  
 and Norfolk County
 Margaret Dewsbury 01603 759693
 6, Park Avenue, Barford NR9 4BA
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Please note: information in The Grapevine is provided 
in good faith. The publication and its board cannot be 
held responsible for any inaccuracies and any opinions 
expressed are the author’s own.

Front cover: Field of oilseed rape, Felthorpe.
Picture: Annette Hudson.

Editor/designer: Annette Hudson  
annettegh57@gmail.com 01603 749383

Assistant Editor: Felicity Maton 
f.maton@btinternet.com  01603 880846

Treasurer: Carol Chiles   
carolachiles@gmail.com 01508 578352

Advertising in The Grapevine 
Contact the Assistant Editor or the 
Treasurer for more advertising details.

Annual advertising rates 2023
Black & white inside: 
1/8 1/4 1/2 Full page

£50 £75 £125 £200
Black & white back page:

£150 £200

Colour inside: 
1/8 1/4 1/2 Full page

£100 £150 £250 £400
Colour back page:

£300 £400
Advertisers can supply their own 
colour adverts to the correct sizes. 
(contact treasurer for details),They can 
be high resolution jpg or pdf files.  
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Benefice Rector Revd Laura Montgomery                
eastonbeneficeoffice@gmail.com
172 Fairways, Queen’s Hills, 
Costessey NR8 5GB

01603 744551

Reader Peter Pease, 19 Woodview Road, Easton                                         01603 880255

St Peter’s Church, Easton

Churchwardens Peter Pease, 19 Woodview Road, Easton      
Margaret Seely, 8 Kennedy Close, Easton   

01603 880255
01603 880888

PCC Secretary Anthony Perry, 7 Pegg Close, Easton                  01603 882265

Treasurer Dave Batchelor, 9, Cleves Way, 
Old Costessey 

01603 322987

St Andrew’s Church, Colton

Churchwarden Sarah Smith, 
Bickerston Cottage, Church Lane, Colton

01603 757865

PCC Secretary Liz Plater, Church Cottages,  
Church Lane, Colton

01603 880556

Treasurer Judy Scrivener, The Old Post Office,  
Norwich Road, Colton  NR9 5BZ

judy.scrivener@
googlemail.com

St Mary’s Church, Marlingford

Churchwarden Felicity Maton, West Cottage,  
Barford Road, Marlingford

01603 880846

PCC Secretary Felicity Maton, West Cottage,  
Barford Road, Marlingford

01603 880846

Treasurer Carol Chiles      carolachiles@gmail.com 01508 578352

St Mary and St Walstan’s Church, Bawburgh

PCC contact Lin Gibson 01603 744683

Parishes of Easton, Colton, Marlingford and Bawburgh
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Need a bus? Here are your local bus services
Nortrax bus services: Colton, Easton and Marlingford

Monday and Wednesday

Bawburgh – Church Street 9.40am
Marlingford – Bell 9.45am
Colton – village hall 9.50am
Easton – Chez Denis 9.57am
Excel departs for Easton at 10.05am

Excel arrives in Norwich at 10.25am

Easton – opp. Bawburgh Rd 9.58am
Longwater – William Frost Way 10.06am
Longwater – Link Road shelter 10.08am

Longwater – Link Road shelter 12.40pm
Longwater – William Frost Way 12.57pm
Easton – Bawburgh Rd 1.04pm
Excel departs Norwich at 12.40pm

Excel arrives in Easton at 1.00pm

Easton – Chez Denis 1.05pm
Colton – village hall 1.11pm
Marlingford – Bell 1.15pm
Bawburgh – Church Street 1.19pm

Tuesday and Thursday

Colton Village Hall 10.30am
Marlingford – opp. Bell 10.35am
Easton – opp. school 10.40am
Easton – Chez Denis 10.41am
Easton – opp. Bawburgh Rd 10.42am
Longwater – William Frost Way 10.48am
Longwater Link Rd shelter 10.50am

Longwater Link Rd shelter 12.30pm
Longwater – William Frost Way 12.32pm
Easton – opp. Bawburgh Rd 12.38pm
Easton – Chez Denis 12.39pm
Colton Village Hall 12.40pm
Marlingford Bell 12.45pm
Bawburgh – Church Street 12.50pm

Monday to Saturday daytime: bus up to every 30 minutes along the whole route. 
Extra journeys at peak times.  
Sundays, public holidays and evenings: bus up to every hour.

This service is FREE to use. Phone Nortrax for more details on 01603 508137.
For Norwich, use the service on Mondays and Wednesdays to connect to the 
Excel service at Easton.

Excel bus services for Easton (Bawburgh Road)



www.rembrandtrestaurant.co.uk

Fish and Chips
Restaurant * Bar * Takeaway

**Fresh fish delivered daily**
Current Opening Hours

Thursday 4pm - 8pm
Friday 4pm - 8pm

Saturday 4pm - 8pm
For latest information

please see the website or phone
01603 880010

Dereham Rd, Easton, Norwich NR9 5EH
To Dereham

EASTON

Ringland Costessey

A47

A47

To Norwich

Sainsbury’s

Park &
Ride

Water 
Tower

Dereham Rd

Norfolk
ShowgroundRembrandt

Restaurant
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S.W.
Contractors

Groundworks  
and Gardening
Patios – Shedbases

Fencing
Hedge-trimming

Trees Lopped and Felled
All types of work 

considered

Ring SIMON on
01508 495528

PINEWOOD
FENCING
ERECTORS OF

QUALITY DOMESTIC
FENCING

WITH OVER  
20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE
FREE QUOTATIONS

Call GLENN on
07926 957 287
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One Call Unblocks All!
24 Hour Emergency

Drain Clearing
TSM Plumbing &
Drainage Services

		  Blocked Drains
		  High Pressure 
 Water Jetting
		  CCTV Drain Surveys

01603 280144
07827 016047

www.tsmplumbing.co.uk

CTC HIRE
Building, DIY,

Gardening Equipment
and Tools

JCB Micro Digger, Rug Doctor,
Carpet Cleaner, Rotavators, 

Compactors, Hedge Trimmers, 
Generators, Lawn Scarifier, 
Disccutter/Grinder and more

The Old Post Office,
Mattishall Road,

East Tuddenham, Dereham,
NR20 3LT

email: mcram@tiscali.co.uk
01603 880062

A Lansdale
Chimney Repair/

Builder
9 Cherry Tree Close,
Mattishall, Dereham
Chimney repairs,

extensions, garden walls
paving, fireplaces

Free estimates
Over 30 years of experience

Mobile 07799 355146
01362 288068

brianlansdale@gmail.com
www.lansdalechimneybuilders 

andrepairs.co.uk

★	Hedge Cutting  
★	Paths & Patios ★	Fencing 
★	Gates ★	Grass Cutting  
★	Driveways ★	Shed Base  
★	Decking ★	Patio Cleaning  

★	Grass treatment  
★	Tree trimming  

★	Garden Clearance  
★	Planting  

For a free, no obligation  
quotation, contact Ben 

07340 388864
01603 759629

benwarman9@icloud.com

8



R.D. GUEST
Plumbing and Heating  

Engineer
	  Oil
	   Gas
	   Renewables
	   Water

2 Riverside Cottages,
Bawburgh Road,

Marlingford NR9 5AG
Call Ryan on
01603 880459

or 07921 956442
info@rdguestplumbing.co.uk
24 hour callout available

Try Acupuncture for
Muscoskeletal Pain.

Sports Injuries.
Asthma.  Arthritis.  IBS

Stress.  Insomnia.  Headaches.
Infertility.  Gynae Disorders

Facial Rejuvenation

01603 881376
for an appointment

Chris Winter Bsc hons Lic Ac
Member of British Acupuncture Council

White Arch Clinic, Easton,
Norwich

www.acu-pro.co.uk
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We are proud to be a family run, independent funeral home. 
With offices in Aylsham, Hethersett and Hingham, 

we’re always here when you need us, 24 hours a day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

www.ivanfisher.co.uk 
Hingham: 01953 850330 

 15 Norwich Street, 
Hingham, 

Norfolk, NR9 4LJ 

Hethersett: 01603 810022 

 17 Park Drive, 
Hethersett, 

Norwich, NR9 3EN 

Aylsham: 01263 735161 

 2- 4 Norwich Road, 
Aylsham,  

Norfolk, NR11 6BN 
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Deadline for items for the July/August printed issue: Wednesday, June 14
Email as word doc to: annettegh57@gmail.com

I’m sure we all have little tricks for 
making life easier. Here are a few.
1 Avoid losing your gardening hand 
tools by tying a brightly coloured 
ribbon to them so that you can 
always spot them among the 
bushes and weeds.
2 Try cracking eggs on a flat surface 
to avoid breaking the yolk.
3 Discover maps.me – an app 
that gives you maps anywhere in 
the world and guides by satellite 
rather than being connected to the 
internet. You need to be connected 
to the internet initially to download 
the app and the maps of the area 
you require but after that, you’re 
away and it’s very reliable.
4 Apple Airtag is a small disc 
you can attach to your luggage, 
handbag etc.  Then download 
the app ‘Find My’ from the App 
store or the Playstore. It’s good for 
finding all sorts of devices, items 
and people and can be used to 
track your luggage just in case it 
gets lost.
5 what3words - This has been 
featured before in The Grapevine 
but now, police, ambulance and 
fire services are using this app to 

pinpoint people in an emergency 
and find their location. The app is 
designed to identify any place on 
the surface of the earth. It works by 
dividing it up into approximately 
three metre squares. The system 
encodes geographic co-ordinates 
into three, permanently fixed 
dictionary words. For example, the 
front door of 10 Downing Street in 
London is identified by  
///slurs.this.shark.
By putting these three words into 
the app on your phone, it will 
navigate straight to that location. 
This is especially good for delivery 
drivers as many of the properties 
in our villages have house names 
and share the same postcode, so 
giving them the ’three words’ of 
your address means they can easily 
locate you.
Try for yourself – download the app 
and then see if you can identify 
these three well-known locations: 
1  ///hops.harder.fired
2  ///runner.being.avoid
3  ///argue.leaflet.stale

 ● Have you got any clever little 
tips you can pass on? If so, email 
me: annettegh57@gmail.com

Know any useful tips you can share?

THEGrapevine

http://maps.me/


NEWSYOUR

12

Colton village hall

 ● Coronation tea
After a dull start, the weather 
brightened up for the afternoon of 
Sunday, May 7 allowing Colton 
residents to enjoy the Coronation tea 
in the village hall. 
It was warm enough to sit outside 
and a few basked in the sunshine 
while eating and drinking.  See page 
15 for more. 

 ● Thursday coffee morning
All are welcome to the coffee 
morning every Thursday in Colton 
village hall from 10am to 12pm.

Marlingford village hall

 ● Thursday Talks – 7.30pm start
Here is a list of forthcoming 
Thursday talks at Marlingford village 
hall.  
June 29:  Tombland Norwich –  
a long and colourful history with 
David Berwick. £5 including 
refreshments and raffle.
July 27: The Magnificent Seven  
with Jim Stebbings. 
Fascinating and shocking facts of the 
lives of seven American songwriters.  
August 24:.  Running a B&B in a 
farmhouse in rural Turkey with 
 Jenny Gibbs and Mustafa Bas – plus 
traditional handicrafts for sale.  

Easton village hall
 ● Easton Good Companions 

We had a Coronation Buffet Lunch 
on May 11 and all agreed the food 
was “Fit for a King”
The upcoming events: 

 ● June 8: Swinging Sixties with  
Angela Bishop

 ● June 22: Jewellery by  
Christine Chapman

 ● July 6: Games afternoon
 ● July 20: Hazel’s birthday party

The group is open to all over 50s.  
We welcome members every two 
weeks on Thursdays at Easton 
village hall from 2pm-4pm. Pop 
along and meet us! 
 Tony Perry

 ● Easton Pop In
We’ve had a busy few weeks with 
people being fed up with the wet 
weather! We still need more helpers. 
Maurice and Mick are always a 
popular duo and we get a full house 
when the two boys are serving. We 
meet every Tuesday from 10 until 
11.45 and if you are over 50 and at a 
loose end, we’d love to see you.

Brenda and Tony



Community and Fundraising Events

13

Bloomin’ lovely!
St Peter’s Church Flower 
Festival took place on the 
weekend of May 13-14 
following an idea by Margaret 
Seely to raise money for 
repairs to the church roof.  
After a lot of hard work 
sending letters to organisations 
and clubs we had a fabulous 
response – particularly from 
the College Floral Department 
and various organisations all 
contributing great displays. 
Thanks to those who served 
teas and coffees and cakes 
(mustn’t forget the cakes) 
culminating in a Songs of 
Praise presided by Laura 
Montgomery who spoke of the 
history of the people’s choice 
of hymn.
We managed to raise £650.
Many thanks to all who 
helped. 

Flower festival display.  Picture: Margaret Seely



Coronation celebrations

What an asset the beautiful new 
terrace and marquee behind 
Marlingford village hall are  
proving to be. The green, backing 
onto the water meadow, was a 
delightful setting for children of all 
ages to run around in the sunshine 
playing a rumbustious game of 
cricket and making glittering paper 
crowns covered in jewels, stickers 
and stars to rival the King’s. 
The sun shone and villagers 
enjoyed celebrating the Coronation 

together and catching up with 
neighbours and friends as a small 
but happy community.  One visitor 
was heard to remark: “This is why 
I’d like to live in a village – it’s like 
real Olde England”.  
The bunting and flags flew as 
glasses of bubbly were raised in a 
royal toast and for the dedication of 
the new Coronation bench, which 
we hope will witness many more 
such jolly occasions.

Caroline Whiting  

14

Marlingford Big Picnic – a crowning success!

Marlingford villagers tuck-in to their tasty picnics. Pictures: Caroline Whiting.
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Colton celebrates with cream teas and cakes
Colton villagers turned out in  
force to enjoy a free afternoon tea 
at Colton village hall to celebrate 
the coronation of King Charles III.
Most had watched the historic 
occasion the previous day and 
many remarked on the amazing 
precision of the whole event.
Colton village hall committee 
members provided the sandwiches, 
cakes, scones, tea, coffee and soft 
drinks in what proved to be a very 
popular afternoon. 
Thankfully, after a dullish morning, 
the weather brightened up 
considerably and folk were able 
to enjoy the food and sunshine 
outside in the amenity area.

Colton residents make the most of the good weather.  Pictures: Annette Hudson.

Gill and Dennis Mickleburgh fly the flag for Colton!

The spread laid on by Colton village hall committee.



News from Easton Women’s Institute
Hurry up summer!
It seems very strange to be about to 
write about what will be happening 
in June when we don’t seem to 
have fully turned our backs on 
winter yet!
I hope many of you saw the WI 
entry into the Easton Church Flower 
Festival called Tea with  
the WI. We are grateful to Brenda 
Daynes for her skill in staging it.

Easton WI will be welcoming 
Emma McGuiness to our meeting 
on Thursday, June 8 to give us a 
talk about skincare.  
On track for afternoon tea
The following week, on June 15, 
some of us will be having afternoon 
tea on the North Norfolk Railway 
to further celebrate our WI’s 70th 
Birthday year. We will be meeting 
at Sheringham station at no later 
than 3pm.   

The train leaves the station at 
3.15pm and we finally finish 
our journey and our tea back at 
Sheringham at 4.30pm.
Lets hope the sun shines and the 
east wind has abated by then!
Getting to grips with braids 
I mentioned last month that our 
speaker in May, Rosie Wilkin, 
would be giving us a demonstration 
about making historic braids. 
Thanks to her, I can now braid with 
three, five and nine strands which 
look to be almost correct!
Most people had a go and had 
some level of success, so a good 
evening was had by all.
Looking further into the future
On Thursday July 13, Susan 
Cranmer will be coming to talk 
about and demonstrate the art of 
spinning. Her talk is called  
A Spinster’s Tale.
Easton WI is always pleased to 
welcome new members and people 
who might just want to know more 
about the WI are very welcome 
to attend a limited number of our 
meetings.
We meet on the second Thursday 
of every month except August in 
Easton Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Mary Blathwayt

WI display at the festival.  Picture: Margaret Seely
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Natural habitats need our protection too
We are lucky in 
Norfolk to have 
some amazing 
bluebell forests 
and it’s a pure 
delight to take a 
walk through on 
a lovely spring 
day. It may look 
very tempting to 
pick the flowers 
but it is an offence to uproot any 
wild plant. Bluebells are afforded 
additional protection so enjoy the 
spectacle but please do not take 
these wild flowers. 
If you want to do your little bit 
now is a great time to plant some 
wildflower seeds in that corner 
of the garden you don’t use or 
even just in a pot on your patio, 
it will provide pollen for our bees 
throughout the summer and will 
put on a real display. 

If you step into 
our woodlands at 
this time of year, 
particularly in the 
early morning, 
you’re welcomed 
with an absolute 
chorus of birds, 
it’s enough to 
put a spring 
in anyone’s 

step if you ask me. Many of our 
native birds are now in full swing 
– looking after egg clutches and 
rearing young as the month goes 
on, please keep your distance 
from nests. Also, be mindful some 
smaller birds (always seems to be 
blue tits from experience) like to 
nest in obscure places (letter boxes, 
cigarette disposal bins, and even 
bins themselves) wherever they 
nest they are protected and need 
our help.  

Beat News

Beat Manager  
Natasha Indans PC 1869    
T: 101  Ext: 4162
E: SNTCostessey@norfolk.police.uk

Engaging with your 
community to solve  
local issues and helping  
to keep you safe.

Your Local Safer Neighbourhood team
Beat Manager
Stuart Barnard Sgt 499   
E: SNTCostessey@norfolk.police.uk

Updating you on issues in 
your area and co-ordinating 
volunteers, specials, 
speedwatch and cadets.

Bluebell woods. Picture: Herbert Aust



18

Menscraft is a men’s mental health 
and wellbeing charity. Steve Hunt, 
the charity’s Breckland co-ordinator, 
tells you more about it.  
“The charity is run by a non-
clinical team based at Norwich’s 
Maddermarket. We know rural 
isolation and mental ill health 
exists in our rural communities, 
and Menscraft runs a variety of 
activities and programmes. As well 
as providing one-to-one support 
for those facing life’s challenges, 
they also run social groups called 
Pit Stops, and around these, other 
activities and programmes such 
as fishing, walking, snooker, 
music appreciation, woodland 
experiences, and anything else you 
can think of or suggest. 
There are 13 Pit Stops running 
weekly across Norfolk and I run the 
Dereham branch on Tuesday 2-4pm 

at the Memorial Hall, Watton 
on Wednesdays at The Charlotte 
Harvey Community Centre 2-4pm, 
and Thetford on Thursdays at the 
Charles Burrell Centre 2-4pm.
The idea for the Pit Stop came 
about by using a metaphor for 
men and cars. ‘‘Some of us are 
old bangers (like me!), but there’s 
room in our garage for shiny new 
models too. A lot of us need a good 
valeting… but, being blokes, we 
tend to put it off for as long as we 
can. We’re not always that careful 
about the quality of the fuel we put 
in the tank and an oil change is 
overdue. Above all else, we need 
our Pit Crew: a group of other 
people to help maintain ourselves 
and enable us to be our best selves 
so that we can be better brothers, 
sons, partners and fathers.”
The Pit Stop brings men together 
through activities and conversation 
to build friendship, connection, 
and a sense of belonging.  
The inspiration for these Pit Stops 
is the idea of men functioning best 
when they have the solidarity of 
their own pit crew: other men who 
they can regularly check-in with for 
support, understanding, laughter, 
light-hearted and stimulating 
discussion and activity. 
For more information, Click here: 
communitydirectory.norfolk.gov.uk

Health and Well-being  

 Picture: James Baldwin.

https://communitydirectory.norfolk.gov.uk/Services/14026/MensCraft-Preventi
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Colton bikers Dom Castle and 
Darren Minns put on their Sunday 
best for the recent Norwich 
Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride, 
part of a global event to help 
support men’s health issues.
The DGR is a series of motorcycle 
ride-outs; riders are encouraged 
to dress up for the event – tweed, 
cravats and moustaches are par 
for the course – and meet up with 
other like-minded souls 
for a gentle trip into 
the country with many 
riders on classic or 
retro-styled machines.
Dom and Darren 
joined 160 other bikers 
for a (slow) Sunday 
morning spin out 
from Norwich Harley-

Davidson dealers Lind in Ber Street 
to Stody Hall gardens near Holt.
“It was a great event,” says Dom. 
“We had the weather, the outfits 
and the bikes and people seemed 
delighted to see the convoy 
rumbling along. With all the tweed 
we definitely looked more like the 
Mild Bunch than the Wild Bunch!”
The Norwich DGR has raised 
around £17,000 so far.

The money will go to 
support prostate cancer 
and men’s mental health 
charities. 
The DGR originated in 
Australia in 2012 and 
there are now rides in 
121 countries with over 
340,000 bikers raising 
millions for the cause.

Dapper chaps cruise out for a good cause

Dom (left)  and Darren 
dressed to thrill.
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Annual meeting of  
the Parish Council
The Parish Council held it’s annual 
meeting on Tuesday, May 16. 
John Morse was appointed 
chairman and Paul Hammerton 
Vice-Chair.  Deborah Perfect and 
David Woods also took seats on the 
council.  Three vacancies remain 
on the Parish Council,  If you 
are interested in local issues and 
want to make a difference in your 
community, being a councillor 
could be for you.
If you are interested in seeing what 
the role entails, come along to one 
of our meetings. Alternatively, feel 
free to contact our clerk,  
Maria Hutson on 01603 850118,  
or email:  
marlingfordandcoltonpc@gmail.com
Amenity areas
Grass cutting has re-commenced 
at both the amenity areas making 
it a great area to take the children.                                                                                                                                        
The annual safety inspection 
will be undertaken during June.
As a result of the amenity area 
questionnaires distributed to Colton 

residents, three companies have 
quoted for improvement works.
It is hoped that new equipment will 
be installed in time for the summer 
holidays! 
Dog fouling
There have been a number reports 
regarding dog waste being left on 
footpaths.  Please can we remind 
dog owners to ensure that they 
clear up after their dog and dispose 
of the waste either home or in one 
of the dog bins across the village.

Coronation Grants
The parish council was allocated 
£200 from South Norfolk Council 
for coronation events. The money 
was split between Colton and 
Marlingford village halls and the 
parish council was delighted to be 
able to support the events held on 
Sunday, May 7.

Marlingford and Colton Parish Council

Your Parish Councillors: 
Mr J Morse, Chairman

Dr Paul Hammerton,  
Vice Chairman

Cllr Deborah Perfect
Cllr David Woods
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Parish council meetings and 
public inclusion
Parish council meetings are usually 
held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7pm.
The next meeting will be held on:  
●	Tuesday June 13, 7pm,  
   at Colton village hall. 
●	Tuesday July 11, 7pm,  
   at Marlingford Cricket Club.. 
At each meeting there is an 
opportunity for members of the 
public to speak and raise any 
issues they may have. You are 
also welcome to simply come 
along and listen. Councillors look 

forward to welcoming residents to 
the next meeting.
Maria Hutson,
Clerk to Marlingford and Colton 
Parish Council,
T: 01603 850118
E: marlingfordandcoltonpc@gmail.com
W: marlingfordandcoltonpc.co.uk

The Greater Norwich Growth 
Board is inviting people to take part 
in a consultation on green spaces 
in and around Norwich. 
Well-designed green spaces are vi-
tal to our way of life. They include 
features that can be natural, like 
woodland and rivers, or man-made 
like parks, allotments, hedgerows, 
playing fields, cycleways, footpaths 
and even road-side verges.
We value your views on green 
spaces, their benefits, and how you 
would like to see them improved. 
Your views are essential to inform-
ing the Greater Norwich Growth 
Board’s new Green Infrastructure 

Strategy which will cover the areas 
of Norwich, Broadland and South 
Norfolk. 
The new Green Infrastructure Strat-
egy aims to deliver:

 ● A fresh approach to manag-
ing and improving existing green 
spaces to make sure they benefit 
as many people as possible, with a 
focus on inclusive access.

 ● A strategy for creating new green 
spaces in the area that will benefit 
people and nature.
The consultation is open for six 
weeks from 10 May to 21 June. 
Everyone who responds to the 
consultation will be entered into 

Have your say on green spaces in Greater Norwich

http://marlingfordandcoltonpc.co.uk
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Mobile library 2023 – June dates  

Marlingford – Route: CEN 317  Wednesday: June 7  
Stop no Arrives Departs Postcode 
18: Colton Road near Home Farm  2.10pm 2.25pm NR9 5HS

20: Mill Road 2.30pm 2.45pm NR9 5HU

Colton –Route: CEN 319            Wednesday: June 14  
38: Ex post Office 5pm  5.15pm NR9 5DB

Easton –Route: CEN 419             Thursday: June 8  
6: Parkers Close 10.45am 11am NR9 5EE

8: Marlingford Road 11.05am 11.25am NR9 5AD

10: Marlingford Way 11.30am 11.50am NR9 5HB

12: Kennedy Close 11.55am 12.10pm NR9 5EY

14: St Peter’s Drive 12.15pm 12.45pm NR9 5HF

Please note this information is subject to change or amendment both  
on a permanent and temporary basis. For all enquiries call 01603 222303.

Cyclists along the Marriott’s way.

a prize draw to receive an annual 
family membership pass for the 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust. 
To participate in the survey,  
click:greaternorwichgrowth.org.uk 

Should you have any questions 
about this consultation,  
please feel free to send an  
e-mail to:  
greaternorwich@norfolk.gov.uk

https://www.greaternorwichgrowth.org.uk/projects/giconsultation/
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Easton Parish Council 

Your Parish Councillors: 
Cllr Ben Moye – Chairman  
Cllr Peter Milliken – 
Vice Chairman 

Cllr Peter McCarter

Cllr David Lewis   

Elections May 2023
The election process has now 
concluded and Easton parish 
councillors for the new term 
are confirmed as Ben 
Moye, Peter Milliken, 
David Lewis and Peter 
McCarter.  There are 
several vacancies for parish 
councillors and if anyone is 
interested in taking up this position 
please contact the clerk to the 
council for more information - 
clerk@eastonparishcouncil.co.uk

Annual meeting of the council  
and Easton annual parish meeting
Both were held on 18 May 2023.
The first item of business at the 
annual council meeting was to 
elect the new Chairman and 
Vice Chairman. Cllr Ben Moye 
was nominated and accepted the 
post of Chairman and Cllr Peter 
Milliken was duly elected as Vice 
Chairman.
The annual parish meeting 
followed and several members of 
the community attended, providing 
updates on the organisations 
they represented. The chairman 

of Easton Parish Council 
provided a report on the 
previous year.  The minutes 
of these meetings will be 

available on the Easton 
Parish Council website 
and the chairman’s report 
is provided below.

Chairman’s Report
“It has been another busy year 

for Easton Parish Council. We have 
continued to work tirelessly in 
the best interests of parishioners. 
Firstly, I would like to thank 
councillors Milliken, McCarter 
and Lewis for putting their names 
forward for election.   
Secondly, when considering the 
amount of change in the village 
and the number of vocal residents, 
it was surprising and disappointing 
that no one else in the parish put 
themselves forward to be a parish 
councillor. The parish council has 
been operating efficiently with the 
aforesaid councillors and I hope 
we can continue in this manner. 
But we are only volunteers with 
jobs and commitments, and are 
therefore very stretched by our 
workload. We were disheartened 
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no other residents stepped forward 
in the interests of our community.
At the end of my report last year, I 
identified five key priorities and we 
have made considerable progress 
in these, alongside other matters.
College Heights: We have 
completed the improvements to 
the play areas. The new equipment 
makes use of the green space and 
has proved popular with the older 

children in the village.
Traffic calming: We continue 
to push for traffic calming 
measures along Dereham Road, 
the Longwater Interchange and 
Marlingford Road. The extension 
of the 30mph speed limit and the 
reduction of the speed limit from 
60mph to 40mph will be coming 

into force along Dereham Road 
soon. We have also made several 
representations to improve the 
safety of the Longwater Interchange 
and Norfolk Showground entrance 
as part of the development of the 
Food Hall and Market Garden at 
the Norfolk Showground site.
As part of the new Easton 
Community Centre, we will be 
making changes to Marlingford 
Road so it becomes safer for all.
Planning: We have made 
numerous comments on planning 
applications of various sizes 
across the village. This includes 
small residential applications, the 
Food Hall and Market Garden 
development at the Norfolk 
Showground and the specialist 
school at the Diocese site.
Easton Community Centre:
Significant progress has been made 
building the new community 
centre.  The delivery of the 
project has been hindered by 
South Norfolk District Council’s 
disinclination to release their 
part of the funding for the 
project, but thanks to Councillor 
Milliken’s tireless efforts we have 
now reached an agreement and 
the build-out of the scheme is 
continuing to progress.
Neighbourhood Plan Review:
The Neighbourhood Plan review 

Easton Parish Council 
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has made substantial progress 
and the proposed updates to the 
document underwent consultation 
for six weeks earlier in the year. 
The comments received are being 
reviewed before an updated Easton 
Neighbourhood Plan is submitted 
to South Norfolk District Council.   
Going forward we will:
● Continue in discussions to 
improve the Longwater Interchange 
and other areas of the parish where 
there are traffic problems
● Continue to act in the 
best interests of the village 
when responding to planning 
applications 
● Complete the construction of the 
new community centre 
- complete the review of the 
Neighbourhood Plan
● Establish the management of the 
new community centre
Finally, I would like to extend my 
gratitude to Councillor Milliken 
for all his efforts over the last 
year, especially in relation to the 
new community centre. The time 
and effort devoted to the project, 
especially in relation to the funding 
issues, have been instrumental in 
the its delivery. 
I would like to thank Councillor 
McCarter for his work on the 
new community centre and his 
indefatigable litter-picking efforts, 

and Councillor Lewis for his work 
monitoring the defibrillators across 
the parish. Finally, I would like to 
thank our parish clerk Gina for her 
support over the last year.  We have 
also received assistance from other 
individuals, but I cannot name 
everyone, what I can confidently 
state is that without this small 
group of dedicated people the 
parish of Easton would be a  
worse place.”

Cllr Ben Moye

New community centre
Regrettably in mid-May, 
Easton parish councillors were 
advised the main contractor 
for the new community centre, 
WT Construction, went into 
administration. While this will 
inevitably result in a delay to the 
building of the new community 
centre, the parish councillors 
are working extremely hard 
with advisors and solicitors HCR 
(top 60 law firm) to move the 
project forward with a new main 
contractor to ensure building 
starts again very quickly and this 
wonderful new facility is delivered. 
Councillors are confident the build 
will be back on course soon and 
the support already received from 
the subcontractors and others on 
the project has been phenomenal.  
Easton parish councillors wish to 
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The Rambling Vine
Celebrating two special Norfolk people

On May 8 this year, it was 
650 years since the Lady 
Julian of Norwich  had a near-death 
experience with visions  taking 
her to the crucifixion of Jesus and 
impressing on her the ever-present 
love of God. 
Julian wrote the words of her 
Revelations of Divine Love and we 
still read them today. 
Her name is taken from the 
dedication of the church of St. 
Julian, which still exists between 
Rouen Road and King Street.  
Like others at that time she opted to 
live in a small room attached to a 
church, becoming an anchoress, a 
person of deep spirituality and from 
her window to the alley outside she 
gave counselling to those who came 
to her in trouble and distress.
Norwich was prosperous and 
creative then, but there were 
wars, outbreaks of plague and the 
Peasants’ Revolt.  
People would be fearful of rough 
justice in this world and the next.  
But Julian gave hope with words 
such as these: 
‘Because of our good Lord’s tender 
love to all those who shall be saved, 
he quickly comforts them, saying 
“all shall be well, and all manner of 
thing shall be well”.Stained glass window depicting Julian of Norwich.



27

Church services June 2023
June

Sunday 4 10.00am Easton – Trinity

Sunday 11 10.00am Colton – All age communion

Sunday 18 10.00am Marlingford

Sunday 25 10.00am Bawburgh

Bishop Graham giving the blessing at The St Walstan Well.

This year is also more than 1,000 
years since St Walstan was born.   
He came from Bawburgh, brought 
up in rich surroundings, but at the 
age of 12 gave up his privileged 
position and left home, walking to 
Taverham to take up work as a farm 
labourer.  
He gave all his possessions away to 
the poor and worked hard on the 
farm for over 30 years. 
There were stories of sick animals 
being brought to him for healing, 
and people claimed to have been 
cured through his prayers.   
He was rewarded with a cow 

which gave birth to two white  
bull calves and he was given a 
small cart.  He had been told in 
a vision from God that he should 
keep these and then he was told 
that he was about to die; a spring of 
water appeared.  He died on May 
30, 1016; he had asked his fellow 
workers to put his body on the cart 
and allow the oxen to wander at 
will.  They moved as far  
as Costessey, another spring 
appeared, then on to Bawburgh 
where the spring, known as Saint 
Walstan’s Well is today.

Felicity Maton



L S Sewing
Services

for all your sewing requirements

Custom-made curtains
and soft furnishings

Alterations to curtains and clothing 
including wedding, bridesmaids  

and prom dresses

T: 01603 882085
M: 07952009799

Visit my website for prices
lssewingservices.co.uk

Faircroft  
Childminding/EYFS Colton 

Ofsted - Graded outstanding  
since 2014 to present.  

We believe children learn best  
in a warm, caring environment  

where they feel safe and respected.  
Promoting outdoor learning  

and physical play.
Contact Mrs Rachel May

07961268326
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EASTON VILLAGE HALL
Available for Group  
Meetings, Activities  
and Private Parties

Seating for 100, modern kitchen, 
cloakroom facilities, car park.

Booking/details from M.Cossey,
28 Woodview Road, Easton

Telephone: 01603 880789

DKC PLUMBING
Oil Boiler Specialists

● Oil Fired Boiler Servicing
● Boiler Breakdowns
● Boiler Repairs
● Oil Tank Repairs
● Radiator Power Flush
● General Plumbing
● Heating Systems
● Domestic & Commercial

Call today for a quote
07375 995 198

www.dkcplumbing.co.uk

Fully insured

Out Of 
Hours

call outs 
available

Domestic & Commercial

Call today for a quote

95% of all 
breakdowns 
fi xed within 

the fi rst 
hour!!

Yare Flow 
Reflexology

Relaxing Reflexology treatments
In the comfort of your own home 

A natural therapy to help enhance 
wellbeing and reduce stress.

For more information visit:
yareflowreflexology.com 
info@yareflowreflexology.com

T: 07718 650012
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Marlingford 
Village Hall

Recently refurbished, our  
hall is now open for hire.

Available for Meetings,  
Interest Groups, Activities  

and Private Parties

Tables and chairs available to 
accommodate up to 60 people

Booking Details
Contact

John Bailey 01603 880266
jaydeebailey@gmail.com

T: 01603 812529 w: mikeamiss.co.uk 
E: mikeamisssigns@btconnect.com

Unit 2, Hall Farm Barns,
Pockthorpe Road, Gt. Melton,

Norwich NR9 3BW

M.S. Shingles Ltd Building Services
Professional local service with over 25 years experience

All Building Works undertaken
Free No Obligation Estimates

Call Mark on Mobile: 07799 691414  Home: 01603 880076
The Oaks, Barford Road, Marlingford, Norwich NR9 5HU

Sue Garcia

CHIROPODIST
MSSCh MBCha

Friendly home visits 
by appointment

01603 880477
HCPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody
& Podiatry Assoc
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Oil Fired Up
Oil Heating Services and Maintenance

To book now for servicing  
or repairs, call Noel on

07413 028253
E: oilfiredup@yahoo.com

20 years’ experience

Making sure your boiler is serviced 
regularly will keep it at its most 
efficient. This may reduce your 

fuel bill and could save you money 
on unexpected breakdowns.

Manufacturers recommend servicing 
your boiler at least once a year.



Supplying and fitting
carpets and vinyl flooring

for over 30 years

Customer satisfaction is our priority.

Home visit with samples

Carpets and vinyls

Floor preparation

Furniture removal

Door trimming

Disposal service

01603 88 00 87
Mobile: 07867 51 87 48
Email: info@martinscarpetsltd.co.uk
Web: www.martinscarpetsltd.co.uk
Facebook: martinscarpetsltd

Search: Martin’s Carpets
to see our 5 star reviews

FREE Measure & Estimate FREE Fitting Service

� Based locally in Easton
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IAN WICKHAM
Bespoke furniture maker

Bespoke joinery
Furniture restoration

General home carpentry

Established local craftsman based in Easton
All carpentry work considered

Email: ianwick76@gmail.com Tel: 07867 976718

Chapman 
Electrical Ltd

NICEIC & ECA approved
Part P registered 

Free estimates for
Extra points

Security lighting
Showers / Smoke detectors
Electric underfloor heating
Replacement fuseboards

Domestic & Industrial

Tel: 01603 880654
Mob: 07850 815424

rolychapman@btconnect.com
www.rchapmanelectrical.co.uk

 
Get your business

NOTICED!
If you, or a business you know, 

would like to advertise in  
The Grapevine either  

regularly or as a one-off,  
please let us know!

For more details, contact
Carol Chiles on
01508 578352

carolachiles@gmail.com 


