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Easton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Easton Parish Council held by Video 
Conference on Monday 1st June 2020 at 7.30pm 

 
1. Chairs welcome        Action 

Present   Peter Milliken PM                  Gillian Landles GL 

  Jan Hudson JH                      Mike Bowman MB 

  Mark Caton MCa                   Martin Betts MBe 

  David Lewis DL               Mike Jobling MJ  

Francis Woodcock - clerk FW 

   

Apologies for absence: MCo.  There was 1 member of the public attending.  District 

& county council councillor Margaret Dewsbury (MD) joined the latter stages of the 

video conferencing meeting. 

 

The Chairman read a statement reiterating the fact that the position of councillor 

was purely voluntary and undertaken on the basis of fulfilling a sense of civic duty 

with no financial recompense. There were currently two vacancies on the Council, 

which had been advertised both on the parish council website and in the parish 

magazine, Grapevine, from the time of the last election. The offer by MBetts to 

become a councillor was welcomed. It was hoped other parishioners would apply 

to join the Council. 

2. The Council co-opted a new councillor, Martin Betts. The motion was proposed 

by PM, seconded MCa, all in favour. Declaration of office and the register of 

interest forms would be completed for registration with South Norfolk Council.   

FW/MBe to action.     

 

3. Declarations of interest were given. GL and MBetts advised that they would not 

participate in discussion of the planning application in agenda item 13 due to a 

personal connection with the applicant.  

 

4. The minutes of the meeting of 4th May 2020 were approved – proposed MCa, 

seconded MB, agreed by all.  

5. There were no matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda elsewhere. 

 

6. There were no questions raised in the adjournment for public consultation. 

7. Discussion of issues re St Peter’s Primary School 

PM reconfirmed the fact that the Parish Council was not involved with education 

policy and the decision-making process for overflow arrangements for school 

places regarding the Ormiston Victory Academy from St Peter’s Primary School. 

MBetts agreed to take on the role as spokesperson for the Parish Council and 

engage with the various stakeholders on the issue.  District and county councillor 

Margaret Dewsbury had been asked to write to the Head of Education at Norfolk 

County Council to clarify arrangements for secondary education in the future with 

the large increase in house-building planned for the area and the monies made 
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available from the builders for CIL.  PM had written to the Norfolk County Council 

regarding the issue of school transport should pupils need to be bussed some 

miles to the City Academy.  

The idea of a junior council forum was raised and there was general agreement 

to support this with funding made available in the future.  

 

8. Review of progress on the Covid-19 Emergency Plan 

SNC was asked for the take up of their helpline from the residents of Easton. The 

database, using Easton postcodes, identified that the total number of deployments 

recorded had been 33 from inception up to the date of 29th May 2020.  The total 

population of Easton is 1,514.  Therefore, the percentage engagement for Easton 

was 2%.  This compared with an overall engagement figure across both Districts 

of 1.8% (250,000 divided by 4,700 engagements).  Easton therefore was slightly 

ahead of the overall engagement figure. It was also confirmed by the Easton phone 

holders, that requests had been received directly by the doorstep helpers rather 

than through the helpline number.  

 

JH and MJ were thanked for judging the artwork competition where entries had 

been exhibited in the windows of the village hall, along with Natasha Newton for all 

her hard work running the competition. FW would confirm with the Village Hall 

Committee for the display to remain up while the hall was not in use. 

 

There was discussion on the need for a third Emergency Plan postcard 

communication to every household over the coming month.  This would contain 

information on the forthcoming Track & Trace scheme to be launched by Central 

Government and cover issues surrounding the threat from scammers, both in 

relation to this and other schemes.  FW to design a draft and send to councillors 

for comment. 

 

9. Update: A47 dualling consultation 

PM reported that information was being collated from feedback received and that 

James Powis had forecast that this work would be completed by mid-June. 

10. Update: Persimmon development   

Correspondence had been received from Persimmon on 28th May 2020 giving 

notice in regard to the submission of a Reserved Matters application for access, 

appearance, scale, landscaping and layout, following Outline Planning Permission 

2014/2611 (890 dwellings), for Phase 1 comprising 292 dwellings, and associated 

works. Associated works would include open space, sustainable urban drainage 

systems, landscaping, infrastructure and earthworks.  Consultants, Azbag, 

employed by Easton Parish Council would be asked to review the submission when 

the details were known as the schedules had not been provided to date.  
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11. Relaunch of the Parish Council facebook page 

The Parish Council facebook page was discussed and a decision taken to relaunch 

it with the active support of MCa and FW as administrators. Proposed PM, 

seconded MCa, all in favour. It was noted that to work properly there would need 

to be regular updates to the page. These would include information also made 

available on the parish council website, including the council meeting video and 

links to relevant sites for detailed proposals and schemes affecting the Village.   

The rules on dialogue with parishioners regarding new issues would need to made 

clear, with parishioners encouraged to raise these through participation in the 

public consultation section of forthcoming council meetings. Responses by the 

administrators to questions raised by parishioners on facebook could be provided 

to give clarification where matters had already been discussed and agreed by the 

Council.   

 

12.  Approval of the draft Communication and Social Medial Policy. 

It was resolved to approve the policy.  Proposed PM, seconded JH, all in favour. 

13. Review of Planning Application 2020/0915: single storey extension to garage, 

22 Cardinal Close, Easton.  

In reviewing the application, councillors noted the reduction in parking space 

resulting from the new extension and wished and that this should be considered in 

assessment of the application by South Norfolk Council.                  FW to respond.   

The application was approved, proposed PM, seconded MB, by 6 councillors with 

2 abstentions due to declarations of interest.  

 

14. There were no questions raised in the further adjournment for public consultation 

15. Finance Sub Committee 

i. Ratification of the quote for architect’s fees for new village hall. It was noted that 

approval for these fees had previously been given at the Finance & Governance 

meeting of 20th November 2019 based on the report, “Architectural Services 

Tender for New Village Hall”. 

ii. There was discussion on the need for sign-off for key decisions between online 

parish meetings, particularly where an urgent response was needed on a 

planning matter e.g. a short planning meeting deadline regarding the 

Persimmons development.  The Council was advised that 3 clear days notice 

was required for extraordinary council meetings if a council decision needed to 

be taken for the record, but that under the Coronavirus Act 2020, it would be 

possible to conduct that meeting online. There was further discussion on 

whether a second housekeeping meeting once a month would be useful to 

reduce the length of the parish meeting. 

iii. The Financial Summary was discussed together with the forecast financial 

outturn for 2020/21. Cash reserves at 26th May 2020 stood at £55,535. 

Payments for June 2020 were approved. 
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16. Correspondence and urgent matters brought to the Council requiring action 

13.1 The Clerk confirmed that a new internal auditor had been found to audit the 

accounts for the year.  

13.2 It was brought to the attention of the Council that there had been plans for the 

Harford Park & Ride Car boot to move to Costessey Park and Ride from July 5th. 

A letter was raised requiring an explanation as why Easton Parish Council was not 

given advance notice of this as this would have a negative impact on our 

community.  

13.3 A Norfolk County Council report from MD had been received and would be 

posted up on the website.  MD confirmed that she would contact Children’s 

Services at County Hall to find out the current position re the assessment of future 

new schools on western side of the City.  

  

17. Agenda items for forthcoming Parish meetings 

• July 2020 payments 

• Update: Schooling issues re St Peter’s Primary 

• Update: Emergency Plan 

• Update: Persimmon Development 

18. Urgent matters brough to the attention of the Council 

It was noted that there had been activity at the Jubilee playground and that the 

police had attended. The fact the playground was still shut was noted together with 

the fact that youths involved were over the age of 16.  The playground is for use 

by children under the age of 16. 

19.  Dates to note: 

Parish Council meeting: Mon 6th July 2020, 7.30pm by video conference 

 

The meeting closed at 9.06pm. 

 

Signed : Peter Milliken, Chair 
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May/June 2020 payments NET

Approved EPC 

June

F Woodcock reimburses of expenses re Emergency Plan

2 x Phones 33.32            39.98            

2 x monthly contract - Inv 24/03/20 + 24/04/20 60.00            72.00            

1 x mth contract - Inv 24/05/20 15.00            18.00            

129.98            

WT Designs Stage 1 & 2 New village hall plans 3,300.00       3,960.00         

CGM March Grass Cutting (second cut 25/03/2020) 244.22          293.06

Grand Total 4,383.04         

GROSS


