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Easton Parish Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of Easton Parish Council held at 
Easton Village Hall, Marlingford Road, Easton on                                     

Monday 6th January 2020 at 7.00pm 

1. Chairs welcome        Action 

Present   Peter Milliken PM                   Mike Jobling MJ 

  Jan Hudson JH                      Mike Bowman MB 

  Mark Caton MCa                   Mark Cordy MCo 

  David Lewis DL               Gillian Landles GL  

Francis Woodcock - clerk FW 

   

There were 6 members of the public attending  

 

2. Apologies for absence: Ian Norman IN,  

3. There were no declarations of interest 

4. The minutes of the meeting of 2nd December were approved – proposed MB, 

seconded MCa, and minutes of the meeting of 18th December proposed MCa, 

seconded JH, both agreed unanimously. 

 

5. Presentation by Persimmon Homes representatives on their housing 

development scheme ref planning application 2019/1963 – outline planning 

permission having originally been given under application 2014/2611. 

Representatives Alison Cornish and Alaric Ross-WagenKnecht gave a 

presentation on the proposed 890 property housing development for Easton, split 

into the 5 phases of the development which should take about 11 years to complete 

in total.  Details discussed referred to the following documents and diagrams : 

A) Easton Design Code (November 2019).  This was prepared in advance of the 

Reserved Matters Planning Submission for Land North and South of Dereham 

Road, Easton, Norfolk, approved at the South Norfolk Planning Meeting on 11th 

December 2019; 

B) Landscape Framework Plan, revision dt 27/11/2019. Drawing reference 3099-

L-02 RevD providing an overview of the whole development with a colour coded 

key; 

C) Phase 1 Parameters Plan showing the detailed housing and street plan, 

including the now agreed 10m buffer zone to existing Easton residential 

properties which was achieved after consultation with the Parish Council. 

It was agreed that all 3 documents would be made available on the Easton 

Parish Council website for parishioners to view and that a largescale drawing 

of Phase 1 of the scheme would be put up on the inside noticeboard of Easton 

Village Hall.                                                                                               PM/FW 
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The presentation included separate diagrams of the plans for the density of 

building development, height of houses and a character plan.  It was noted that 

these details can be found with the Design Code document.  Reference was 

made to housing and the layout of the development being dementia friendly 

and areas focal led and so clearly distinguishable by way of different building 

blocks with recognised planting. 

The revised allotments to be built in Phase 4 would be improved and landscape 

led in design. 

The feature of a spine road running through the development with drainage 

swales and associated planting to prevent flooding was discussed together with 

cycle and pedestrian paths.  Speed limits would be 20mph.  RoSPA would be 

consulted on safety matters for this.  

Phase 1 of the development running from Dereham Road to Bawburgh Road, 

and consist of 290 dwellings, marketed under the house builder names of 

Persimmon and Charles Church. Up to 80 houses would be built per annum, 

approximately 50 by Persimmon and 30 Charles Church.  These would be a 

mix of 2,3,4 and 5 bedroom houses. 23% of the housing would be affordable. 

Building site traffic would use the spine road from Phase 2 onwards to cut down 

on the nuisance from heavy vehicles passing through the Village. 

The 10m buffer zone would have no public access and a management 

company would maintain it.  Technical reports on noise from the Showground 

would be conducted for all properties in Phase 1.   

It was noted that all the detailed design requirements for the scheme would be 

discussed and agreed in the planning reserved matters stages with South 

Norfolk Council. These would need to be completed by November 2021 which 

was when the planning permission would expire.  Persimmon were aiming to 

complete their submission proposals before this in February/March 2021, in 

order for the final approval to be given by July and work to start thereafter. They 

are hoping to be on-site within 18 months if all goes to plan.  Exploratory work 

is to start in the coming months to ensure flooding and drainage provisions are 

acceptable for the scheme. 

Persimmon made the offer to participate in a liaison group with Easton Parish 

Council.  Members felt lessons were now being learnt and a constructive dialog 

would be useful rather than a combative approach.  

The naming of the development was discussed. The Council voted to oppose 

any attempt by Persimmon to create a single name for the entire scheme for 

marketing purposes.  This was proposed by MB, seconded by JH with all in 

favour.  The Council then voted to accept the proposal by Persimmon to create 

separate names for each phase of the development, proposed JH, seconded 
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GL, all in favour.  Persimmon offered the chance for residents to suggest a 

name for Phase 1, although they would need it by 20th January 2020.  It was 

agreed to promote this on the Council website.                                             PM                                                            

Persimmon requested that any additional comments on the sketch layout plan 

of building plots for phase 1 be made by 20th January 2020. 

Councillors were then given the opportunity to ask questions and a number of 

points were raised; 

• Would there be a safe cycle/pedestrian route to the Longwater 

roundabout and does the NCC Highways dept own enough land either 

side of the carriageway to create combined pathways of regulation 

width? 

• Would safe travel routes be developed at commencement of building 

works or only after trigger points? 

• Would there be a crossing point at the location of the Premier Inn on 

Dereham Road? 

• On a question regarding why it was deemed necessary for dwellings to 

be marketed by Persimmon and Charles Church, the answer given was 

that Charles Church built houses would be of higher specification. 

Charles Church properties were likely to be built in proximity to St Peter’s 

Church. 

• On a question regarding pathways it was reiterated that there would be 

no public access to buffer zones and that the Parish Council had already 

made clear that a pathway link through the Jubilee Playground would not 

be possible. It was noted that covenants would be in place to prevent 

any connecting access to the playground. 

• A question was raised on the fact that it appeared from plans that there 

was no intention to keep to ‘like for like’ property heights across each 

buffer zone, in relation to the whole development. Parkers Close was 

given as an example of this with 2 ½ height new builds across from 

bungalows.  

• It was noted that buffer zone tree planting would be discussed with all 

residents affected by the buffer zone, at an early stage. 

• A question was asked as to how security would be managed to prevent 

theft of materials and equipment during the development. 

• A question was asked on how water demand and sewage services would 

be managed for the development. A response was given that 

Persimmon’s Developer Services Team would determine this.  

• A question was asked on the heating of dwellings, given the requirement 

for builders to stop utilising gas in their design specification. from 

2024/25.   A response was given that from Phase 2 of the development 

onwards an adequate electric alternative would be sourced. Electricity 
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requirements would be reviewed with providers to ensure enough 

capacity for the whole project. 

• A question was asked as to whether the total number of dwelling built 

would remain at 890.  The response given was that any increase would 

need new planning permission. 

• A question was asked about the impact of water run-off and drainage 

given current problems faced along Marlingford Road and surrounding 

villages. The response given was that Persimmon would be working with 

appropriate consultants to look at infiltration and sustainable drainage 

solutions. 

6. Adjournment for public participation   

A question was asked about the guarantee for a 10m buffer. It was confirmed that 

this was included within the Design Code approved by the South Norfolk Planning 

Committee. 

A further question was asked about the buffer zone tree planting scheme. The 

response given was that native trees would be planted but that owners would be 

given choice within that to determine planting in the section of the buffer zone 

behind their property.   

 

Representatives Alison Cornish and Alaric Ross-WagenKnecht were thanked for 

their presentation.                      

 

7. A47 side road strategy 

This was discussed under agenda item 14. 

 

8. Planning Applications Update:  

8.1  2019/1251 Dereham Road Housing Development 

It was reported that the application was held up awaiting a response from the lead 

flood agency to confirm drainage conditions but likely to be resolved early in the 

new year.  

 

8.2 New Village Hall Sub Committee working with WT Designs  

The Council approved to set up a sub committee to work with WT Designs on the 

planning requirements for the new village hall that formed part of the s.106 

agreement for the Persimmon development. Councillors PM, MCa, MB, JH, MCo, 

GL were nominated to be members of the sub-committee. Formation of the sub-

committee and membership was proposed by PM, seconded MCa, all in favour. 

 

8.3 Planning Application 2019/1656 Honingham Thorpe Farm relocation of 

existing chemical storage to another building on the site 

Easton Parish Council passed a motion of support in respect of Marlingford+Colton 

Parish Council acting as lead on planning issues relating to this development, 

proposed MB, seconded PM, all in favour.   
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Communication from Marlingford+Colton Parish Council identified that they have 

made contacted Broadland Council on the following principle matters: 

• sight of a risk assessment and safety plan 

• endorsement of Honingham PC’s request for a full inventory of proposed 

chemicals 

• believes COSHH regulations would apply to the proposed facility and 

requests sight of the relevant assessment and measures for those 

regulations. 

8.4 Planning Application 2019/2438 Variation of condition 2 of 2018/2126 - 

amendments to fenestration, flat roof materials and increased height of parapet 

A report was given by the Planning sub-group that identified missing information 

needed in order to successfully complete the review this application. These were 

building height changes, type of roof material and confirmation of fenestration 

changes, It was agreed that the clerk would request this information from South 

Norfolk Council and that the application would be approved if limited changes were 

subsequently identified.             FW/MB 

8.5 Removal/Variation of Condition (S73) No discussion took place on this matter 

and the clerk was asked for clarification of this agenda item. On investigation it is noted 

that this wording was recorded on the agenda in error.  

9. A report from County and District Councillor Margaret Dewsbury was not received. 

 

10. Adjournment for public participation  

A question was asked of the continued problems caused by loose chippings on the 

Marlingford Road, produced as a result of earlier road works undertaken by Norfolk 

County Council Highways department.  It was reported that the issue had been 

taken up with Bob West from the Highways department who had agreed to resolve 

the matter. 

Two acts of vandalism were reported; a public sign pulled up along St Peter’s Path 

and a bollard knocked over at the ringland roundabout. Both incidents had been 

reported to Norfolk County Council Highways department. 

 

11. Finance Sub Committee 

i. The total reserves position reported at the F&G meeting of 18 

December 2019 identified a balance of £60,828, of which £15,273 

were general funds, with a forecast general fund balance at 31st March 

2020 of £15,516. 

ii. A schedule of December payments was received -see below.              

iii. A report was read to the Council from the Chair of the F&G Committee 

recommending a budget for 2020/21 – see below. The Council agreed 

the budget, proposed by MCa, seconded PM, with all in favour, and 

voted to increase the annual precept in 2020/21 from £18,757 to 
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£19,138, a 2.68% rise.  This would see a band D property increase in 

the parish portion of their Council Tax bill rise from £38.75 to £39.79.   

iv. The precept form was completed, checked and signed for the clerk to 

send to South Norfolk Council.      FW             

                                           

12. Correspondence received requiring action 

Details of two running races coming through Easton in 2020 were noted. Details 

would be posted on the notice board parish website closer to the race days FW/PM                                                                                                      

 

Easton Football Club had requested funding from the Council’s donations budget. 

The F&G Committee recommended that the outstanding balance of £70 be given. 

The Council would give approval on completion of the donations request form. FW 

 

13. Agenda items for forthcoming Parish meetings 

• Update from the New Village Hall Working sub-committee  

• Review of the Greater Norwich Development Partnership’s (GNDP) draft 

Greater Norwich Local Plan (GNLP).  

• Update from the meeting of Easton, Ringland and Marlingford +Colton 

Parish Councils to discuss the A47 side road strategy. 

 

14. Urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the council 

A concern was raised on recent comments made by the GNDP for an increased need 

in the provision for housing development in the area. The Council had requested 

clarification that the forthcoming development of a Special Needs school in Easton 

should be taken into account and therefore exclude the Village from bearing any of 

this increase in housing stock. To date an answer had not been received. 

Further to the Parish Meeting of 18 December 2019 a meeting of Easton, Ringland 

and Marlingford+Colton parish councils was being set on 16th January 2020 in 

Ringland Village Hall, to discuss the side road strategy relating to the forthcoming A47 

dualling from Eason to Tuddenham.  The meeting would include James Powis from 

Highways England, together with David Allfrey from Norfolk County Council Highways 

department.          

15. Dates to note: 

A47 Side Road Strategy meeting 16th January 2020, 2pm Ringland Village Hall 

Finance + Gov. Committee 22nd January 2020, 7.30pm Easton Village Hall  

Easton Council meeting, 3rd February 2020, 7.30pm, Easton Village Hall 

 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm. 

 

 

Signed : Peter Milliken, Chair  
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December payments £

Norfolk Parish Training - chairing meetings 40.00     

Clerks travel and phone 48.90     

F Woodcock Dec 619.22    

J Cordy Dec 100.00    

Hall rent - CLT 8 hrs July - Dec 36.00     

Hall rent  - Council 12 hrs Jul - Dec 54.00     

South Noflk bin charge 1,025.28 

Westcotec - removal of damaged seat 60.00     

Grand Total 1,983.40 

Easton Parish Council

Budget 2020/21
Income £

Precept 19,138               

Other Receipts

Tfr from reserves - College Heights 1,336                

Allotments 364                   

Bank Interest 70                     

Total 20,908               

Expenditure

Staff Costs w kly hrs

Clerk's Salary - Parish 12.00 7,478                

Clerk's Salary - Increase 2.00 1,246                

Other Salaries 1,200                

Other Payments

Clerk's Expenses 500                   

Allotments 240                   

Auditing 450                   

College Heights Maintenance 1,336                

Defibrillator (from reserves) 100                   

Dog-Bin Servicing 940                   

Donations 150                   

Easton Car Scheme 300                   

Electronic Communication 350                   

Grounds Maintenance 2,578                

Jubilee Playground Maintenance & Charges 363                   

New playgrounds - grass cuttings 140                   

Insurance 704                   

Office Costs + Telephone 450                   

Professional Fees 200                   

Subscriptions 433                   

Training 300                   

Village Hall Hire 250                   

Village Maintenance 1,200                

Sub Total 20,908               
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F&G Committee 2020/21 Budget Report and Precept Explanation  

Presented to the Easton Parish Council meeting of 6 January 2020  

We have managed not to increase the precept since start of the 2016/17 financial year. Although a 

small increase came by way of how South Norfolk worked the figures after the loss of grant funding 

for 2019/20. 

Given now we are facing massive changes to the village by way of development, and the increased 

workload this brings, we now need to make some adjustments. 

We have managed to look at areas where we feel we will be able to make savings over the next year 

however some items are needing to increase. It has been a goal not to increase the precept by more 

than 2.5% however even with making savings we are suggesting an increase of 2.68%. A band D 

rated property will increase from £38.75 to £39.79, an increase of £1.04 per annum. 

As we know we are expecting funds from the Sale of Dereham Road to be deposited into our 

accounts in the next financial year. These funds however do not fall within our revenue account and 

there is a legal requirements to use these monies only for capital projects. Capital projects are being 

put forward which will range from short, medium and long term projects. Although capital funds can 

and will be used for capital projects it is acceptable to also make allowance within capital projects 

for associated administration costs. 

Areas we have needed to make precept increases to are: 

Clerks Salary. An increase in hours is required for the clerk to continue in his duties and allowing 

more hours to attend to administration tasks need, resulting from the Consortium land development 

projects and Persimmon Homes, Food hub, duelling of the A47 and other externally driven projects 

being brought forward around the area. 

South Norfolk have over recent years increased the cost of Dog bin servicing and this is expected to 

increase again this year. 

Professional Fees. In the main there will be an increase in play park inspections given we are 

adopting two further play areas within the village. Although we are seeking additional quotations an 

increase to the existing budget is expected. 

Village Maintenance. It is sad to report due to recent damage by way of vandalism we have sort to 

increase the sums spent on village maintenance. We have run to budget this year and have delayed 

repairs so not to run over budget; however, with two damaged bus stops these will already swallow 

the proposed 2020/21 budget. It is hoped Capital projects will be able to reduce the burden on 

village maintenance in the next financial year. 

Where we have made savings. 

Auditing. Although having to change, we will be able to reduce our auditing fees by having only one 

internal and one external audit in the coming year, increases in Auditing will come as we will have to 

instruct an accountancy firm in the future.   Our record keeping will need to change from a receipts 
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and payments basis to income and expenditure with separate accounting for capital costs as the 

Dereham Road sale monies are received.  

Allotments. We have increased the cost of an allotment half plot from £10 to £13. It is hoped this 

will increase our payments based on a 28 out of 30 plots rate. Allotment holders will be contacted 

soon. 

We are placing savings in areas where the existing budget has not been fully spent or funds diverted 

into other areas. 

Electronic communication. The existing budget is £500 and current spend is £315. We have reduced 

this budget to £350 and if an increase is needed for capital projects this will be funded from that 

source. 

Community Car Scheme. Although a vital service for the village we do not wish to see this service 

depleted in any way however again we have identified a surplus’s in the budget. We have reduced 

this by £100. Currently drivers claim 50p per mile to cover costs. This is above the Norfolk County 

Council rate of 45p per mile. We feel this is appropriate while not reducing service and maintaining a 

fair fee for their dedicated team of drivers. We will continue to monitor this service and ensure no 

reduction in funds effects service. 

Training. We are proposing to reduce the training fund by £200. Councillors needing training must 

do so before April. Training that may be required due to capital projects will be funded by that 

source. Councillor training throughout next year will not exceed £300. 

We have again managed to make savings by way of fixed price contracts and a change in insurance 

policy provider. Although grounds maintenance and fixed assets will increase these are not expected 

to be significant in the next financial year. 

Mark Caton 

 


