
Joint Letter from:  
Easton, Marlingford & Colton Parish Councils 
 

 
Contact details:  
Julian Blackmore, Tel: 01603 881426 Email: julian.blackmore@btinternet.com 
Peter Milliken, Tel: 01603 881035    Email: chair@eastonparishcouncil 

 

To: Ms Pamela Abbott, Chief Executive 

Norfolk Wildlife Trust 

Bewick House 

22 Thorpe Road 

Norwich, NR1 1RY        22 August 2018 

 

Cc: John Hiskett, Senior Conservation Officer 

Helen Baczkowska, Conservation Officer 

 

Dear Ms Abbott, 

Greater Norwich Food Enterprise Park, County Wildlife Sites 250 and 2128 

Broadland District Council (BDC), Planning Application: 20181294 

 

We are writing collectively to raise concern about the long term protection of the 

above two county wildlife sites which lie north of Easton on the River Tud in the light 

of encroaching industrialisation of the local landscape and potential pollution to the 

water courses that feed the Tud.  

CWS 2128 lies directly south of the River Tud at Lower Easton, and consists of 

rough pasture, and a large area of wet meadow overgrown with greater pond sedge.  

Several drainage ditches traverse the site, and these hold the main botanical 

interest.  Any of this fragile eco-system could be disrupted by surface water and 

other effluent accidentally released from the proposed plant particularly as the 

drainage ditches hold the botanical interest.  Just one incident, where the proposed 

'mitigation' measures failed, a flash flood or similar, could wreak havoc to the CWS 

site. 

CWS 250 is downstream on the Tud from CWS 2128, and hosts species-rich 

aquatic, marginal and emergent riverine flora.  Otters and water vole, now very rare, 

have been recorded. 



On 31 October 2017, Broadland District Council adopted a Local Development Order 

(LDO) to develop a Food Enterprise Zone (FEZ) outside Easton. The principle of the 

LDO is to allow development on the FEZ site without planning permission if it meets 

the conditions of the LDO.  Although the LDO was limited to 40ha, an overall much 

larger site (100ha) has since been advertised.   

Now a full planning application, 20181294, has been submitted to BDC for a plant for 

Mustard and Milling Plant, and Mint Processing and Production (“Milling Tower 

Building and Storage Hopper Silos by Condimentum Ltd”) which breaches the LDO 

conditions, and therefore requires separate planning consent.  This is essentially a 

large agri-industral processing site; the application states over 9,940 sq. metres of 

impermeable area (a solid concrete apron), with unattenuated flows to the FEZ drain 

– a football pitch is 7,140 sq. metres.   The planning documents may be found at: 

http://bit.ly/BDC_Mustard   

Conditions 2.25 and 2.26 of the LDO state that “Prior to the commencement of any 

development hereby permitted, a strategic foul and surface water disposal scheme 

shall be submitted and agreed in writing…..”.  This was intended to provide adequate 

protection to sensitive receptors nearby, notably the River Tud.  However, it is not 

clear how the LDO conditions will be met in application 20181294, and we are not 

satisfied that the connections are to be made for the pumped main foul sewage nor 

that the location of the surface water drainage “off-site” lagoon will meet the 

necessary conditions.    

We believe that the protection of CWS 250 and 2128 needs to be urgently raised 

within the planning process, and we would welcome your response on this.  At a 

minimum, we believe that it is essential that a Habitats Regulation Assessment 

(HRA) screening is carried out for the 20181294 application.   

We have also been made aware that you undertook a wildlife study for the parochial 

church council (PCC) on behalf of St Peters Church Easton which is very close to 

the FEZ site, in which you discovered a number of rare flowers growing in two fields 

close to the church as well as rare butterflies and other rare wildlife in these fields. 

There is substantial documentation which we have avoided reproducing here, but we 

would be keen to meet with your conservation officers as soon as possible to discuss 

the situation at greater depth.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Cllr Julian Blackmore     Cllr Peter Milliken   

   

Chair Marlingford and Colton Parish Council  Chair Easton Parish Council 


